	GCSE Media Studies: Assessment 1	Analysing a Media Text


For this assignment, you need to think critically about the media. As you know, texts are created to be ‘read’ for symbolism and social meaning, not just entertainment. You will be assessed on your ability to deconstruct The Truman Show, showing your awareness of how media texts are constructed, and for what purpose. As such, you should deconstruct the film using the following key concepts:

Media Language – What sort of camera work was used in the film? This includes looking at shots and angles, as well as how was lighting used for effect, how sound was used for effect, etc. You should also consider any special effects used, and their purpose. You should briefly comment on how the narrative unfolded (Todorov).
Audience – Who is the target audience of the film? How is this made evident? What message did the film want to give to its audience?
Institution – Who produced the film (the company)? How much money went into making the film? How much money did the film make? What was the age rating? What sort of reviews did the film get?
Representation – How are various genders, ages and groups represented in the film? How does the film represent modern society, reality, and media? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]You do not have to structure your essay in the above order, but should ensure that you touch on all of the key concepts listed.
