Asbos 'badge of honour' for yobs

Thursday, November 2, 2006 

Anti-social behaviour orders have become a "badge of honour" among young yobs who regard them as glamorous must-have accessories, according to a report. 

A survey by the Youth Justice Board (YJB) found that many professionals on teams set up to tackle tearaways had serious reservations about the Government's flagship anti-social behaviour measure. 
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The in-depth survey also found 49% of under-18s breached their Asbos. The report concluded: "High levels of breach had led some sentencers to question how much impact Asbos were having on the behaviour of individual young people. 

"A considerable number of respondents alluded to the potential for the order to become 'glamorous' in the eyes of young people at risk of involvement in anti-social behaviour." 

One magistrate told the YJB's year-long research programme: "It's being used as a badge of honour." 

Parents and carers of young people handed the controversial orders said they were viewed as a "diploma" and boosted a child's street cred. 

Asbos were introduced by the Government in 1999. They allow magistrates to impose conditions on a person's behaviour in a bid to stop them acting in an anti-social way. Breaching the order can lead to jail, but a district judge told researchers that youngsters who breached their orders were often not being properly punished. 

"The danger is that you would increase the (prison) population enormously if we... enforced Asbos fully," the judge said. 

Analysis of 137 Asbo cases found 67, or 49%, had breached their order at least once. Of the breachers, 42 (31% of the total number) broke their conditions on more than one occasion. 

Shadow home secretary David Davis said the report demonstrated the Government's "total failure to tackle crime". He said: "The Asbo system was set up as a headline-catching gimmick. The latest findings show that young offenders have no respect for Asbos and can breach them without any real threat of serious sanction." 
